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House Judiciary Committee

"An Act relating to therapeutic courts for 
offenders and to the authorized number of…"
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ANALYSIS:  HB 172 (continued)

This bill would authorize the Alaska Court System to set up two pilot therapeutic courts.  The
courts would be located in Anchorage and Bethel and would be for alcohol and drug dependent
defendants.  These therapeutic courts would be based on models that have been shown to be
effective in Alaska and other states.  The Anchorage court would commence on the date this bill
is effective.  The Bethel court would start on January 2, 2002.  The pilot programs end three
years after commencement.  Two new superior court judges would be added – one in
Anchorage, one in Bethel.  The judges would handle other matters, including criminal cases,
juvenile delinquency cases, and child in need of aid cases.

The Public Defender Agency attorneys assigned to these courts would have intensive
workloads.  Therapeutic courts require frequent court appearances and a great deal of
monitoring and referral to be successful.  We estimate that the therapeutic courts will be
operating about one-half of the time.  But the addition of new superior court judges will result in
additional work in the other types of cases because the new judges will be handling these cases
as well.  Our experience has shown that four attorneys are needed for each superior court
judge.

Based on these factors, in Anchorage, the Public Defender Agency will need two full-time
attorneys and one three-quarter time attorney starting in the beginning of Fiscal Year 2002.  The
two full-time attorneys will handle criminal cases, while the three-quarter time attorney will
handle civil cases initiated by the Civil Division, Human Services section of the Department of
Law.  Clerical support and one-time equipment costs are included for these attorneys.

In Bethel, the therapeutic court will begin operations in January 2, 2002.  The court system has
informed us that the judge will use current facilities and a current district court judge will be filling
the position.  Therefore, we are requesting only one full-time attorney in Bethel.  Again, clerical
support and one-time equipment costs are included.  Because the court will not begin
operations until the second half of Fiscal Year 2002, only half the funding will be needed for that
year.  However, the Bethel pilot project will extend into FY 2005.
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